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INTRODUCTION
The location of the petroleum prospective basins of New Zealand is shown in figure 1 . Unconditional estimates by the USGS of oil and gas resources in these basins are given in -z. cc ^ -n: ra. A substantial gas-show was encountered in the Great South Basin but was considered to be noncommercial due to water depth and very harsh weather conditions.
All prospective basins were established following an early Cretaceous orogeny. In most areas, pre-Cretaceous formations are considered to be economic basement.
